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THE ACOUSTIC CALENDAR: 
UPDATE 12/11/18 

 
This newsletter is an attempt to keep you abreast of the latest developments in the acoustic DIY 

scene in the west of England (singarounds, sessions, open mic, etc.) 
 
 
Hello People, 
 
Talking of tribute acts (Who’s talking of tribute acts?  Shut up and go away!) …talking of tribute 
acts, the Acoustic Calendar in-house band has been approached by the BBC to perform funny songs 
in the intervals of the next series of the Great British Bake Off.  Not much has come of it so far due 
mainly to an argument amongst band members as to whether we should call ourselves Bake Thakray 
or Cake Thakray.  I’m sure it will sort itself out without too much loss of life and anyway this is all 
bullshit as I’m sure you realise.  What follows however (if you can struggle past the jocular 
exchange of emails) is information of the highest quality and supreme usefulnessness.  So do read 
on. 
 
Tony    
 
 
FROM  MY INBOX 
“OK, then:  how many Acoustic Calendar Administrators does it take to change a lightbulb?”  Paul  
 
Two.   One to electrocute himself and one to type ‘CHANGE OF LIGHTBULB’ in the next 
newsletter. 
 
“The surrealist lightbulb joke reminded me of two Q & A items (I don’t know what else to call 
them) I heard many years ago, which are as follows: - 
  
Q. Why was the piece of string? 
A. Because the more you pull it too much. 
  
Q. What’s the difference between a crow? 
A. It’s got one leg both the same. 
  
I thought it best to give up trying to figure them out.”  Giles 
 
They’re even more surreal than the lightbulb joke! 
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“Double blow for the music - The Ship in Wadebridge and the Maltsters in Harbertonford closing 
their doors!  What is the world coming to?!  Have people stopped drinking or does everyone do it at 
home now?”  Bryony 
 
As supermarket beer is half the price of pub beer and everyone seems to conduct their social life on 
Facebook these days, I suspect they’re drinking at home, which also has the additional benefit of 
allowing them to get completely rat-arsed without needing to worry about those boring old drink-
drive laws.  In fact it’s surprising there are any pubs left open. 
 
“You can't have a singaround or a music session on bloody Farcebook though can you?!?!”  
Bryony 
 
Which is why at my singaround we have the bar to ourselves, apart from about three old locals 
who’ve been propping up the bar every night since the pub opened back in eighteen hundred and 
something. 
 
“A query (Sorry, I am a bit of a postcode nerd!): I don't know which 'Fleet' this is [Fleet: Poppy’s 
Folk & Acoustic Music Club, Albert Social Club, 47 Albert St. GU51 3RL] but is it really a GU 
postcode?!  That's Guildford, Surrey, innit?!”  Bryony 
 
It is indeed a Guildford postcode and Guildford is indeed in Surrey.  But Fleet is definitely in 
Hampshire (it’s one of those quaint anomalies that make us English such a lovable bunch of twats).  
Thank you for pointing it out, however.  We need to be vigilant at all times, or who knows what 
riffraff might try to cross the border into Acoustic Calendar territory.  There are some Bad People 
in Surrey.  We’re gonna build a wall… 
 
“Thanks for the confirmation re the GU postcode - in fact if we lived about half a mile up the road 
in Paulton we'd have a Bristol postcode despite being in BANES (Bath and North East 
Somerset)! I'm going to have postcodes as my specialist subject when I go on Mastermind!  When, 
you ask? - about 6 months after hell freezes over! (I may know a lot of stuff but it all goes away 
when I'm under pressure!)”  Bryony   
 
Tell me about it. 
 
“Thanks for approving of my humble effort at another limerick!”  Bryony 
 
Welcome to the elite. 
 
 
SESSIONS WITH DANCING.  
Huish Episcopi (nr. Langport): Eli’s (The Rose & Crown, on the A372) TA10 9QT 
(Pub: 01458 250494, Steve Cunio: 07811 680534)   
Thursday 22nd November, 8pm.  SomerStep & friends.  “Everyone welcome to play, sing, dance, 
watch, listen... It's not a performance, it really is a session.”  
 
Queen Camel (near Yeovil): Mildmay Arms, High Street BA22 7NJ (Pub: 01935 850 456, 
http://www.themildmayarms.co.uk ; Steve Cunio: 07811 680534)  
Wednesday 26th December 2018, 3pm to 6pm.  SomerStep and friends.  Boxing day afternoon 
session with step dancing, hosted by SomerStep.  “All musicians and step dancers (and anyone 
else!) welcome.  Play, dance or listen!”  
 
CHRISTMAS OPEN MIC 
Norton Fitzwarren (nr. Taunton): Skittles Community Coffee Shop, Village Hall, Station Rd. 
TA2 6RQ (Martin: 07975 698984) 
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Saturday 8th December, 6.30pm for 7pm.   “Come and do your stuff!  Christmas songs or whatever 
you fancy.  PA with 2 mics. piano/keyboard.  £2 admission, performers free.  No booking for this 
one – just turn up and play.  Bring your own alcohol & nibbles.”   
 
NEW 
Buckland Newton (nr. Dorchester) The Gaggle Of Geese DT2 7BS (01300 345249; 
metcalf.peter@yahoo.co.uk )  
Third Thursdays in January, February, April, May, October & November.  Folk session.  “Music, 
Song and anything Folky.  All Welcome to take part or just be there to listen.”  These sessions 
complement the quarterly sessions at the Mitre at Sandford Orcas, which celebrate the Spring and 
Autumn Equinoxes and the Summer and Winter Solstices. 
 
East Harptree (near Bristol): Waldegrave Arms, Church Lane BS40 6BD (Pub: 01761 221429; 
Ross: rosskirkmusic@live.co.uk , http://rosskirkmusic.webs.com/ )  
Third Sunday of the month, 3pm till 6pm.  Open mic with Ross Kirk. 
 
Glastonbury: Jazz in Glastonbury, Bocabar, Red Brick Building, Morland Road BA6 9FT 
(Bar/restaurant: 01458 440558; Paul Cannon: 01749 674913, milton.bluesman@hotmail.com ) 
Second Sunday of each month, 1pm.  Sunday Lunch Jazz.  "A showcase for the pick of the area's 
jazz players and singers.  Free admission to listeners and diners but donations are welcome to help 
support Wells Jazz Collective." 
 
Wells: Wells Golf Club, Blackheath Lane BA5 3DS (01749 675005; Ross: 
rosskirkmusic@live.co.uk , http://rosskirkmusic.webs.com/ )  
Third Thursday of the month, 8pm till 10.30pm.  Open mic with Ross Kirk. 
 
RESURRECTED  
Huish Episcopi (nr. Langport): Eli’s (The Rose & Crown, on the A372) TA10 9QT 
(01458 250494)   
Every Saturday morning, 11.30am to 1.30pm.  Acoustic session / singaround. 
The world’s only Saturday morning session, formerly at the Angel and then the Black Swan, 
Langport, has resurfaced at Eli’s. 
 
CHANGES OF SCHEDULE 
Southampton: The Guide Dog, 38 Earls Rd, Bevois Valley SO14 6SF (023 8022 5642)  
Focsle Music (Jon Ellis: 077 7598 2908, jon@focsle.org ; Paul Clarke: 023 8046 
2723, paul@focsle.org , www.focsle.org ): 
Second & fourth Wednesdays of the month, 8pm in the back room (‘The Doghouse’).  On second 
Wednesday it’s usually a singaroud; on fourth Wednesdays a guest and floor spots.   
“For the foreseeable, I'm not running Focsle Music on 5th Weds.”   

 
Welcombe (nr. Bideford): The Old Smithy EX39 6HG (01288 331305, 
http://www.theoldsmithyinn.co.uk/regular-events.aspx ) 

Folk Night: Second Monday of the month, 8pm till 11pm. 
 

Open Mic Night: Every Sunday.  Local musicians with opportunities for visitors. 
An earlier start to the Monday Folk Night and the Tuesday Jam Session has been replaced by the 
Sunday night Open Mic 
 
CANCELLATIONS 
Ash (nr. Martock): The Bell Inn, Main Street TA12 6NS (01935 822727,  

Traditional folk session ( https://martinhughesfolk.wordpress.com/ash-folk-music-
session/ ):  Second Tuesday & fourth Thursday of the month, 8:30pm.  Mainly jamming, but 
singers welcome.   
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13th November session cancelled due to illness.  Next one on 22nd November.  Martin 
 
Song session (Lesley: lesleyandrew@yahoo.co.uk ): Second Thursday of the month.  “Starts 
at 8.00 and continues till we run out of songs or get kicked out (usually at 11.00).  All types of 
songs and singers welcome.” 
"The Song session… will not be happening in December or January due to excessive 
commitments elsewhere. We will start again in February and would be delighted to see you, 
both regular attendees and anyone else who would like to come and share a song or two. "  
Lesley 

 
Chipshop (nr. Tavistock): Copper Penny Inn, PL19 8NT (Pub: 01822 833288, Mike & Tilly: 
07725 579718, mitilmusic@gmail.com ) 
Fourth Tuesday of each month, 8pm.  Acoustic evening, held in the large skittle alley next to the 
bar.  Hosted by Mike & Tilly.  All are welcome to play or sing or just listen.  “The format is 
individual or group performances and not a jam session and absolutely no amps!” 
“The regular… sessions for November and December at the Copper Penny are cancelled due to 
holidays and Christmas.  The next Copper Penny session therefore will be on Tuesday 22 January 
2019.” 
 
RIP 
Totnes: Thrive Café, Arcturus Centre, 47 Fore Street TQ9 5NJ (01803 840202, Simon & 
Susan: susan@farmhouse.ac  , 01364 631308) 
Occasional, 7pm for 7.30pm.  Open mic, hosted by Trade Winds.   
No longer happening. 
 
RIP? 
Copythorne (nr. Southampton): The Empress of Blandings, Romsey Rd. SO40 2PF (023 8081 
2321, empressofblandings.copythorne@hall-woodhouse.co.uk )  
Normally on the third Thursday of the month, 8.15pm.  Open mic in the function room.  Hosted by 
Steve West with Brian and Chris.   
‘Missing, presumed dead?  ‘Hasn’t happened for some time.’ 
 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Weymouth: Quaystage2, Pilgrim House, Hope Square DT4 8TU (01305 761828, 
gill_mcintosh17@hotmail.co.uk) 
First Tuesday of the month, 8pm.  Open floor.  “We welcome all kinds of Folk/Acoustic 
music/songs and will endeavour to fit everyone in.  There is a small charge on the door to 
contribute towards the venue (which is run by a charity).”   
The December meeting will be a Christmas party so it will be slightly different.  Contact Gil if you 
are coming.  
 
PARKING AT BATHPOOL 
Bathpool (nr. Taunton): Bathpool Chapel, 103 Bridgwater Road TA2 8BD (Dave: 07900 
570369, Jane: 07879 812077) 
First Wednesday of each month, 8pm till 10.30pm.  Singers and musicians circle.  All welcome.  
“We ask for a donation of £2 a head to cover costs, tea/coffee will be provided.  As a Nazarene 
Chapel they don't allow alcohol on the premises, sorry!” 
“I’ve been informed (from two separate sources, thanks both) that parking at Aldi is now limited to 
90 minutes, so if there’s no space outside the chapel it might be worth parking round the corner in 
Acacia Gardens.  Apparently Aldi have cameras up checking vehicles, so best not to risk it unless 
you plan to arrive late and/or leave early!”  Dave 
  
 
BRYONY'S ACOUSTIC INSTRUMENTS NO. 2 
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I tried to impress my new 'hunk' 
But ended up doing a bunk! 
   My fingers got cramp 
   My bongos were damp 
And instead of a 'bong' I got 'clunk'! 
 
      © Bryony McGinty 
 
 

If you would like these Updates delivered to your inbox, please 
get in touch with me using the contact form on the website. 
 


